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Why are We Here

Because 
many kids 
your age are 
not here

They will 
never see this 
lecture



Rachael was 
stalked online 
by an 
anonymous 
bully. 

She died by 
suicide on 
October 9, 
2006.

Rachael Neblett





Ryan Patrick Halligan

1989-2003



The last day I spent with my son, I was getting ready for a 
business trip. ... I took him to school like I always did that 
Monday morning -- it was the routine; I would drive the kids to 
school -- and we had a typical parting: "Ryan, I love you. Have 
a great day." "Dad, I love you." And I said, "I'll see you when I 
get back on Thursday."

The night before, I had helped him study for a quiz, because, 
you know, his progress report did come that weekend. It was 
pretty bad, so we really buckled down Sunday. ... So that day ... 
I called home to find out how he was doing, to find out how he 
did on that quiz he studied for. But also in the back of my mind, 
I was still thinking about the conversation we had the week 
before. ...

We had a great conversation. We ended the call like we always 
did. I said, "Ryan, I love you." "Dad, I love you." "I'll call you 
again tomorrow from Rochester." That was the last time I talked 
to Ryan.



The next phone call was from my wife, 6:00 in the morning, just as I 
was waking up in this hotel room in Rochester. When the phone rang, 
I immediately thought, now she's taking the kids to school; she's 
probably having a hard time finding his backpack or something. I was 
never prepared for what I heard.

My wife was screaming and crying hysterically: "John, you need to 
come home. You need to come home. Our son is dead. Ryan killed 
himself."

Kelly will tell you I hung up on her. What happened on my end is I 
dropped the phone. At first I said, "What?" I was in total disbelief, and 
she kept repeating it, and I just -- I dropped the phone. 

I was so traumatized. I was so in shock. I was hoping somebody 
would just wake me up at this point, thinking this has to be a 
nightmare; this can't be true. But as I stood there, the reality sunk in, 
and I realized I needed to get home. ...



………………..

And it didn't make any sense. I was so scared because I kept thinking 
back to that Oct. 1 conversation, thinking, "Oh my God, I messed up. I 
totally messed up. He really was serious. But this doesn't make sense. 
Why would he do this over a progress report?“



Jeffrey's mother Debbie 
Johnston writes, "With the 
keyboard as his weapon, the 
bully violated the sanctity of my 
home and murdered my child 
just as surely as if he had 
crawled through a broken 
window and choked the life 
from Jeff with his bare hands. It 
was not a death that was quick 
and merciful. It was carried out 
with lies, rumors and 
calculated cruelty portioned out 
day by day.”



His name was Josh Evans. He 
was 16 years old. And he was 
hot.

"Mom! Mom! Mom! Look at 
him!" Tina Meier recalls her 
daughter saying.

Josh had contacted Megan 
Meier through her MySpace 
page and wanted to be added 
as a friend. Yes, he's cute, Tina 
Meier told her daughter. "Do 
you know who he is?"



for six weeks Megan and Josh - under Tina's 
watchful eye - became acquainted in the virtual 
world of MySpace.



As for 13-year-old Megan, of Dardenne Prairie, this 
is how she expressed who she was:

M is for Modern
E is for Enthusiastic
G is for Goofy
A is for Alluring
N is for Neglected.

She loved swimming, boating, fishing, dogs, rap 
music and boys. But her life had not always been 
easy, her mother says.



She was heavy and for years had tried to lose 
weight. She had attention deficit disorder and 
battled depression. Back in third grade she had 
talked about suicide, Tina says, and ever since had 
seen a therapist.

But things were going exceptionally well. She had 
shed 20 pounds, getting down to 175. She was 5 
foot 5½ inches tall.

She had just started eighth grade at a new school, 
Immaculate Conception, in Dardenne Prairie, where 
she was on the volleyball team. She had attended 
Fort Zumwalt public schools before that.



Amid all these positives, Tina says, her daughter 
decided to end a friendship with a girlfriend who 
lived down the street from them. The girls had spent 
much of seventh grade alternating between being 
friends and, the next day, not being friends, Tina 
says.

Part of the reason for Megan's rosy outlook was 
Josh, Tina says. After school, Megan would rush to 
the computer.

"Megan had a lifelong struggle with weight and self-
esteem," Tina says. "And now she finally had a boy 
who she thought really thought she was pretty."



It did seem odd, Tina says, that Josh never asked 
for Megan's phone number. And when Megan asked 
for his, she says, Josh said he didn't have a cell and 
his mother did not yet have a landline.

And then on Sunday, Oct. 15, 2006, Megan 
received a puzzling and disturbing message from 
Josh. Tina recalls that it said: "I don't know if I want 
to be friends with you anymore because I've heard 
that you are not very nice to your friends."

Frantic, Megan shot back: "What are you talking 
about?"



SHADOWY CYBERSPACE

Tina Meier was wary of the cyber-world of MySpace 
and its 70 million users. People are not always who 
they say they are.

Tina knew firsthand. Megan and the girl down the 
block, the former friend, once had created a fake 
MySpace account, using the photo of a good-
looking girl as a way to talk to boys online, Tina 
says. When Tina found out, she ended Megan's 
access.

MySpace has rules. A lot of them. There are nine 
pages of terms and conditions. The long list of 
prohibited content includes sexual material. And 
users must be at least 14.



"Are you joking?" Tina asks. "There are fifth-grade girls who 
have MySpace accounts."

As for sexual content, Tina says, most parents have no clue 
how much there is. And Megan wasn't 14 when she opened 
her account. To join, you are asked your age but there is no 
check. The accounts are free.

As Megan's 14th birthday approached, she pleaded for her 
mom to give her another chance on MySpace, and Tina 
relented.

She told Megan she would be all over this account, monitoring 
it. Megan didn't always make good choices because of her 
ADD, Tina says. And this time, Megan's page would be set to 
private and only Mom and Dad would have the password.



'GOD-AWFUL FEELING'

Monday, Oct. 16, 2006, was a rainy, bleak day. At 
school, Megan had handed out invitations to her 
upcoming birthday party and when she got home 
she asked her mother to log on to MySpace to see if 
Josh had responded.

Why did he suddenly think she was mean? Who 
had he been talking to?

Tina signed on. But she was in a hurry. She had to 
take her younger daughter, Allison, to the 
orthodontist.



Before Tina could get out the door it was clear 
Megan was upset. Josh still was sending troubling 
messages. And he apparently had shared some of 
Megan's messages with others.

Tina recalled telling Megan to sign off.
I will Mom," Megan said. "Let me finish up."

Tina was pressed for time. She had to go. But once 
at the orthodontist's office she called Megan: Did 
you sign off?
"No, Mom. They are all being so mean to me."
"You are not listening to me, Megan! Sign off, now!"
Fifteen minutes later, Megan called her mother. By 
now Megan was in tears.



"They are posting bulletins about me." A bulletin is 
like a survey. "Megan Meier is a slut. Megan Meier 
is fat."

Megan was sobbing hysterically. Tina was furious 
that she had not signed off.

Once Tina returned home she rushed into the 
basement where the computer was. Tina was 
shocked at the vulgar language her daughter was 
firing back at people.

"I am so aggravated at you for doing this!" she told 
Megan.



Megan ran from the computer and left, but not 
without first telling Tina, "You're supposed to be my 
mom! You're supposed to be on my side!"

On the stairway leading to her second-story 
bedroom, Megan ran into her father, Ron.

"I grabbed her as she tried to go by," Ron says. 
"She told me that some kids were saying horrible 
stuff about her and she didn't understand why. I told 
her it's OK. I told her that they obviously don't know 
her. And that it would be fine."

Megan went to her room and Ron went downstairs 
to the kitchen, where he and Tina talked about what 
had happened, the MySpace account, and made 
dinner.



Twenty minutes later, Tina suddenly froze in mid-sentence.

"I had this God-awful feeling and I ran up into her room and 
she had hung herself in the closet."

Megan Taylor Meier died the next day, three weeks before her 
14th birthday.

Later that day, Ron opened his daughter's MySpace account 
and viewed what he believes to be the final message Megan 
saw - one the FBI would be unable to retrieve from the hard 
drive.

It was from Josh and, according to Ron's best recollection, it 
said, "Everybody in O'Fallon knows how you are. You are a 
bad person and everybody hates you. Have a shitty rest of 
your life. The world would be a better place without you." 



Patrick Kohlmann
I am a thriteen year old boy at Udall Road Middle school in West Islip, 
NY. My name is Patrick Kohlmann and I am a victim of bullying. I 
am not afraid to stand up for what I believe in. I have been called 
many names and have been abused by my peers more times than I can 
remember.(examples are: being called a gay fag, being thrown into 
lockers, pushed down stairs, etc.)

I am tired of letting the bullies get away with what they are doing! I 
want this to end. It will not be easy and I realize this, but I would like 
to help others hoping that no one else will have to go through the 
torture that not only me, but thousands, maybe even millions have 
gone through.

















• In cyberspace, people can’t see your 
facial expressions or hear your tone of 
voice. 

• They have only two ways of judging 
what you’re thinking. 

• One way is by the words you choose.

• The other is by the manners you use. 

• So, choose them wisely.



Online Bullies
Cyberspace has many positive 

experiences and can be a great 
resource for information and fun.

 It is important to be able to handle any 
situation that may occur in cyberspace





















Taking Action
 Feeling Uncomfortable

 Embarrassed
 Upset
 Depressed
 Afraid

Recognize Bullies
 Bullies feel powerful when they bother others
 They use hurtful words or threaten
 The bully is often someone you know
 Easier to be nasty online



Taking Action
Do Not Tolerate It
What to do

 Sign Off
 Leave the chat room
 Block Messages
 Save & Print the e-mails or messages
 NEVER REPLY
 Talk over what to do with friends
 REPORT your experience to a parent, 

teacher or other trusted adult



Against School Rules
Disciplinary Action

Harassment
Police Action
 Jail or Fines





Sexting

Definition: Sexting is the 
slang term for the use of a 
cell phone or other similar 
electronic device to 
distribute pictures or video 
of sexually explicit images. 
It can also refer to text 
messages of a sexually-
charged nature. 



Sexting



Sexting



Sexting















Power and Responsibility
The Power to Be Heard

 One hundred years ago, letters took months to 
travel across the ocean.

 Today, anyone using the Internet can instantly 
reach others around the world.

 The Internet can be used to share knowledge that 
makes people’s lives better.

 Unfortunately, its power can also be used to 
spread lies and hate.



Rights and Responsibilities
 If you use the Internet, you’re a citizen 

of a global community—a cyber citizen.
You’re also a citizen of your country and 

a member of your school community. 
Each form of citizenship has 

responsibilities.
Each has rules about how to behave in 

cyberspace. 







Questions ????????
 Brought to you by:

 The West Windsor Police Department
 Chief Joseph M. Pica, Jr

http://www.isafe.org/
http://www.isafe.org/
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