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WEST WINDSOR TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 

SPECIAL SESSION 

March 22, 2010 

 

CALL TO ORDER: President Borek called the meeting to order at 

7:00 p.m. 

 

STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE 

 

This is to advise that the notice requirement provided for in 

the “Open Public Meetings Act” has been satisfied.  Notice of 

this meeting was properly given and transmitted to The Times and 

Princeton Packet; filed with the Clerk of the Municipality; and 

posted in the West Windsor Township Municipal Building at North 

Post and Clarksville Roads on March 12, 2010. 

 

ATTENDEES: President: Borek; Vice President: Geevers; Council: 

Ciccone, Khanna; Mayor: Hsueh; Business Administrator: Hary; 

Chief Financial Officer: Louth; Township Attorney: Herbert; 

Parking Authority Chairman: Lupo; Deputy Township Clerk: Huber 

 

ABSENT: Morgan 

 

SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

 

Ms. Huber led the salute to the flag. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

Mr. John Church, 11 Princeton Place, suggested that during 

public comment everyone be respectful of each other.  He 

expressed his disappointment that the budget is not ready as 

promised at the March 15
th
 meeting and hopes that it will be 

available to residents soon. 

 

Mr. Bob Akens, 32 Windsor Drive, voiced his opposition to the 

billing ordinance for emergency services.  He expressed his 

concerns with using taxpayer funds to build the proposed new 

parking garage at the train station and the risks involved. 

 

Mr. Pete Weale, 144 Fisher Place, inquired if the 2010 budget is 

available and requested that the record reflect that he has not 

received any response with regard to his comments of the 

previous Council meeting.  He offered several suggestions for 
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improving local government.  Mr. Weale expressed his concerns 

about the proposed redevelopment project. 

 

Mr. Alvin Lerner, 67 Rainflower Lane, noted that he was under 

the impression that the Township will not be taking on the debt 

for the parking garage, but that the commuters who use the 

facility will be paying for the construction through the fees 

charged. 

 

MAYOR/ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS 

 

Mr. Hary advised that Administration understands the frustration 

of the Council and public for not having the 2010 budget to 

review.  He noted that Administration was proposing a less than 

2% budget increase over 2009 and that the proposed 2.5% hard cap 

will severely tie the Township’s hands in the future if 

approved.  Mr. Hary advised that he will have a budget for 

Council by mid-week. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

 

Ms. Ciccone reported that she attended two events over the 

weekend.  The first was held by the West Windsor Human Relations 

Council and the West Windsor-Plainsboro African American Parent 

Support Group at High School South about “Coping with These 

Challenging Times”.  The second event was the Mercer County 

Green Fair held in Trenton; members of GroWW had a booth at the 

fair. 

 

Ms. Ciccone expressed her frustration with the budget process 

and encouraged legislators and the New Jersey League of 

Municipalities to review this “dysfunctional” budget process. 

 

Mr. Khanna inquired as to why everyone is so surprised about the 

cut in funding and advised it is going to get worse next year.  

He stated again that the culture has to change because the poor 

economic conditions will not go away any time soon.  Mr. Khanna 

again voiced his support for a Citizens Task Force to review 

spending. 

 

Ms. Geevers advised that all discretionary spending and overtime 

has been frozen, and no salary increases, except contractual, 
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will be issued in 2010.  She noted that she participated in a 

conference call with Governor Christie and several other public 

officials across the State regarding the impact the 2.5 cap will 

have on local municipalities.  Ms. Geevers suggested that the 

State take over the negotiations with the Police, Fire, and 

Teachers Unions on a statewide level.  She reported that she 

also attended the Human Relations Council event this past 

weekend.  

 

CHAIR/CLERK COMMENTS 

 

President Borek advised that once the Council receives the 2010 

budget document it will be available via the Township web-site. 

He noted that residents are going to have to decide what 

services are necessary and what are not, and that 2011 could be 

worse.  President Borek advised that budget meetings are going 

to be taped so that they can be held during the day to save 

costs. 

 

Mr. Hary requested that the agenda be amended to move the 

consent agenda after resolutions 2010-R071 and 2010-R072. 

 

AMEND THE ORDER OF THE AGENDA 

 

Motion to amend the order of the agenda: Ciccone 

Second: Khanna 

VV: All approved – Morgan absent 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS AND/OR DIVISION MANAGERS 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

2010-R071  Authorizing Emergency Temporary Budget Appropriations 

for 2010 

 

Ms. Louth reviewed the necessity for the emergency temporary 

budget appropriations of 25% of last year’s budget.  She advised 

that this action is necessary to pay the PERS and PFRS pension 

bills.   

 

Ms. Ciccone inquired if the funds have not been expended at the 

time of the budget introduction, can these funds be reallocated 
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within the budget if necessary.  She inquired how much of the 

second temporary budget is mandatory expenditures and has to be 

allocated and how much of the first quarter has been expended.  

 

Ms. Louth advised that $5 million has been spent to date from 

the last temporary budget and that funds not expended within the 

temporary budget could be reallocated at the time of budget 

introduction if needed. 

 

Discussion continued between members of Council and Ms. Louth 

with regard to the budget process.  

 

Motion to approve: Khanna 

Second: Geevers 

RCV: aye Ciccone 

 aye Geevers 

 aye Khanna 

     Morgan - absent 

 aye Borek 

 

2010-R072  Budget Transfer to Provide for the Transfer of Funds 

 within the 2009 Municipal Budget  

 

Ms. Louth advised that these funds are available within the 2009 

salary and wage accounts and that the Sick Leave Trust Fund 

needs additional funds to ensure coverage of time employees have 

accumulated.  She explained that currently this Trust Fund is 

only a third funded and noted that this is part of the 

Township’s long-term financial planning. 

 

President Borek inquired about the formula used in calculating 

the amount needed in the Trust Fund and advised that this is a 

statutory requirement. 

 

Ms. Louth advised that she has a spreadsheet that is part of the 

budget that shows this fund currently has $700,000.  She noted 

that this fund would be utilized if an employee took retirement. 

 Ms. Louth advised that under the current contracts employees 

who are on military leave are paid the difference between their 

municipal salary and military salary if applicable. 
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Ms. Ciccone inquired what a penny is worth and if Administration 

has come up with a way to reduce the budget to absorb the 

decrease in state aid. 

 

Mr. Hary noted that Steve Benner, Tax Assessor, will explain how 

a penny is determined during the budget process. 

 

Motion to approve: Ciccone 

Second: Geevers 

RCV: aye Ciccone 

 aye Geevers 

 aye Khanna 

     Morgan - absent 

 aye Borek 

 

ORDER OF THE AGENDA RESUMED 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

BILLS & CLAIMS 

 

Motion to approve consent agenda: Geevers 

Second: Ciccone 

RCV: aye Ciccone 

 aye Geevers 

 aye Khanna 

     Morgan - absent 

 aye Borek 

 

2010-R066  Authorizing the Township of West Windsor to Work 

Jointly with the West Windsor Parking Authority to 

Prepare and Submit a Comprehensive Proposal to NJ 

Transit and if Accepted to Jointly Develop the 

Parking Structure and Related Retail Space at the 

Princeton Junction Transit Village 

 

Mr. Hary provided Council with a revised version of the proposed 

resolution, which changes the Parking Authority’s contribution 

from 50% to 75% for costs incurred by McManimon and Scotland for 

their work on facilitating the development of the parking 

garage.  He advised that there are two purposes for this 

resolution: the first is by passing this resolution, it 
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officially brings the Parking Authority into the redevelopment 

process; and secondly, the Parking Authority will be responsible 

for 75% of McManimon and Scotland’s consulting costs for the 

proposed parking facility.   

 

Mr. Andy Lupo, Chairman, West Windsor Parking Authority, noted 

that the Parking Authority has been asking for a formal 

agreement so that the Authority can help with paying for some of 

the consulting services.  He advised that the Parking Authority 

is hoping that costs will be recouped once the facility is 

built. 

 

Discussion continued with members of Council, Mr. Lupo, Mr. 

Herbert, and Mr. Hary regarding the proposed resolution.   

 

Mr. Herbert advised that the Township is the only redeveloper in 

this process and that the Township needs a resolution like this 

to help negotiations with New Jersey Transit.   

 

Mr. Lupo advised that the Mayor has prepared a letter to be sent 

to New Jersey Transit requesting a meeting to discuss a public 

partnership between New Jersey Transit, West Windsor Parking 

Authority, and the Township.  

 

Ms. Ciccone advised that the resolution is too wordy and that 

she agreed with the initial 50/50 split of expenditures with the 

Parking Authority.  

 

Motion to approve the amended version: Ciccone 

Second: Khanna 

RCV: NAY Ciccone 

 aye Geevers 

 aye Khanna 

     Morgan - absent 

 aye Borek 

 

ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Mr. Al Lerner, 67 Rainflower Lane, voiced his support for 

Resolution 2010-R066.   

 

 



Page 7 

Special Session 

March 22, 2010 

 

 

 

Mr. John Church, 11 Princeton Place, voiced his concerns about 

the financial impact that Resolution 2010-R066 will have on the 

Township if New Jersey Transit agrees to a public/public 

partnership. 

 

Mr. Bob Akens, 32 Windsor Drive, advised that the Township 

should have anticipated budget cuts and had several scenarios 

prepared.  He inquired about the footprint and fees that New 

Jersey Transit will charge for commuters using the facility.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion to adjourn: Geevers 

Second: Ciccone 

VV: All approved – Morgan absent 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

      

Sharon L. Young 

Township Clerk 

West Windsor Township 

 


