
APPROVED: May 19, 2008 

 

WEST WINDSOR TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 

BUDGET WORK SESSION #4 

March 18, 2008 

 

CALL TO ORDER: President Anklowitz called the meeting to order 

at 8:04 p.m. 

 

STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE 

 

This is to advise that the notice requirement provided for in 

the “Open Public Meetings Act” has been satisfied.  Notice of 

this meeting was properly given and transmitted to The Times and 

Princeton Packet; filed with the Clerk of the Municipality; and 

posted in the West Windsor Township Municipal Building at North 

Post and Clarksville Roads on March 4, 2008. 

 

ATTENDEES: President: Anklowitz; Vice President: Borek; Council: 

Geevers, Kleinman, Morgan; Business Administrator: Marion; Chief 

Financial Officer: Louth; Chief of Police: Pica; Director of 

Emergency Services: Yates; Municipal Judge: Brennan (arrived 

9:10 p.m.); Deputy Township Clerk: Huber 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Mr. Harry Fuld, 80 Rainflower Lane, expressed his displeasure 

with the annual alarm registration fee currently being charged.  

He requested that Council review and rescind the charge. 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

Division of Emergency Services/Fire Division/Emergency Medical 

Services Division 

 

Mr. Yates gave an overview of his Division’s daily functions.  

He noted that the goals for 2008 are as follows: provide 

additional community awareness programs; have sprinkler systems 

installed in the Municipal Building basement and Twin W Rescue 

Squad Building; revise the Strike Books; continue to work with 

Police Division Tactical Team; conduct an Emergency Services 

Plan exercise; and help in the preparation of bid specifications 

for a new ladder truck for Princeton Junction Volunteer Fire 

Company. 

 

Ms. Kleinman inquired about the number of personnel within this 

Division. 

 

Mr. Yates advised that there are twelve uniformed staff. 
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Mr. Borek inquired about the National Fire Incident Reporting 

System (NFIRS) Program and if the Township participates.  He 

also inquired if the Township has received funding from either 

New Jersey Transit or Amtrak. 

 

Mr. Yates reported that the two fire companies use the NFIRS 

program and that he has not received funding from either 

organization. 

 

Chief Pica advised that the Police Division has received 

assistance through Homeland Security because of the train 

station being located in West Windsor Township. 

 

Ms. Geevers inquired if there are any new positions proposed and 

questioned the overtime increases. 

 

Mr. Yates advised that there are no new positions proposed for 

2008. 

 

Ms. Louth advised that under the IAFF contract step increases 

for newer personnel are necessary and that currently the IAFF 

are still negotiating a new contract so adjustments have been 

calculated. 

 

Mr. Borek inquired if emergency medical services are being 

billed to users. 

 

Mr. Yates advised that medical services are not being billed at 

this time. 

 

Mr. Marion noted that the Township had reviewed this possibility 

about two years ago, but there were concerns from the volunteer 

squad about how this would affect their fund drive.  He advised 

that Administration is reviewing this issue and will have a plan 

in place this year. 

 

President Anklowitz noted that at this time the volunteer fire 

companies and first aid squad are in good shape and have backup 

plans in place if needed. 
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Mr. Marion advised that short and long term plans have been 

discussed at several Public Safety meetings regarding first aid 

and fire services for the future. 

 

Mr. Yates reported that the 2008 Capital requests are as 

follows: defibrillator program; hose replacement program; 

emergency standby generator for Twin W (he noted that he has 

been in contact with BASF regarding the possibility of them 

donating a generator to the Squad); and signal control devices 

for emergency services vehicles for the developer installed 

light at the Meadow Road intersection. 

 

Mr. Morgan inquired what the cost would be to have signal 

devices placed on the lights at Penn Lyle Road.  He also asked 

about what other intersections should be considered and if 

possible funds should be placed in the 2008 Capital budget for 

the light at Penn Lyle Road. 

 

Mr. Marion questioned whether this could be included as part of 

the developers TID.  He noted that this will be discussed at the 

next Public Safety meeting.  Mr. Marion advised that 

Administration will look into the cost of installation of 

devices on traffic lights. 

 

Ms. Kleinman reminded Administration that the pedestrian signal 

at the intersection of Route 571 and Wallace Road does not 

function and requested that this be corrected. 

 

Mr. Marion suggested that this be added to the Planning Board 

review check list. 

 

Mr. Morgan noted that another issue that emerged from the Ward 

Road discussion was whether to have a roadway for emergency 

services vehicles with either a chain or gate with electronic 

locks.  He suggested that this be discussed at the Public Safety 

meeting as well. 

 

Mr. Yates advised he would discuss this with the Chiefs at the 

next Public Safety meeting.  Mr. Yates advised that Mobile Data 

Terminal’s will be installed in emergency services vehicles and 

will start this program by utilizing the units coming off-line 

from the Police.  He noted that in the 2008 Vehicle Capital 
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Budget $900,000 has been budgeted for the replacement of Ladder 

44 for the Princeton Junction Volunteer Fire Company.   

 

Ms. Geevers inquired about defibrillators being placed in the 

Senior Center and Municipal Building. 

 

Mr. Yates advised that these items are budgeted for in 2008. 

 

Discussion ensued over the replacement of Ladder 44. 

 

POLICE DIVISION 

 

Chief Pica addressed the public’s concerns regarding the new 

alarm registration fee. 

 

Mr. Morgan suggested reviewing the ordinance at a future agenda 

session. 

 

Chief Pica reviewed the programs for 2007 and 2008 to include 

Citizens Emergency Response Team (CERT), RAD for Kids, Citizens 

and Youth Academies.  He noted that his 2008 operating budget is 

the same as in 2007.  Chief Pica explained that the overtime 

budget expense was partially due to a vacancy in a dispatcher 

position and with contractual obligations for callbacks for 

primarily the Traffic and Detective Bureaus. 

 

Ms. Geevers inquired why a reduction is not seen in the 2008 

anticipated overtime. 

 

Chief Pica advised that there has been a rescheduling of 

personnel for 2008, a new position for a dispatcher has been 

added to help reduce the overtime, but he cannot anticipate what 

overtime will be necessary.  He also advised that the school 

district has removed the Resource Officer from the 2008-2009 

school budget. 

 

Discussion ensued between Chief Pica and Council Members on 

suggested ways to reduce overtime.  There was also discussion 

regarding the enforcement of the Parking Authority lots at the 

train station. 

 

Chief Pica advised that PSE&G will be reimbursing the Township 

for the costs incurred during the storm-related road closures 
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last weekend.  He noted that there are two Capital Budget 

request items which are not the standard requests.  The first is 

to double the size of the garage/storage facility behind the 

Police station, and the second is to enclose the courtyard into 

more useable office and storage space. 

 

Council voiced their concerns regarding these items, and 

requested a tour of the facilities.  A suggestion was made to 

scan documents into a program similar to that used by the 

Clerk’s Office and whether the storage facility could be used to 

store the Emergency Services equipment currently at the old 

Princeton Junction Fire House. 

 

MUNICIPAL COURT 

 

Judge Mary Brennan reported that the new Court Officer and 

security devices are working.  She noted that the Driving Under 

the Influence (DUI) caseload has approximately 120 to 125 cases 

that will need to be reviewed under the new laws currently 

enacted and that the backlog of cases has decreased by thirteen 

percent in 2007.  Judge Brennan advised that she is pleased with 

the performance of her staff and the cooperation received from 

the Police. 

 

Discussion ensued over the overtime within the Court and about 

the union contract which allows personnel who are called back to 

receive compensation of four hours per call back. 

 

Mr. Marion advised that there is the potential of shared 

services with other municipalities in the coming year. 

 

Judge Brennan advised that this shared services program would 

have to be approved by Judge Feinberg before finalizing. 

 

Discussion over the general penalty charged by the Township was 

discussed and Judge Brennan advised that by State Statute this 

fee could be raised to a maximum of $2,000.00.  Council 

requested that the Clerk’s Office look into the current amount 

and if that is not at the current allowable maximum amend the 

Code Book to reflect the change. 
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Mr. Marion requested that Council Members contact him prior to 

the April 3
rd
 meeting with any suggestions for the 2008 Operating 

and/or Capital Budgets. 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Mr. Bob Akens, 32 Windsor Drive, voiced his opinion on the $25 

per year alarm fee and on service fees in general.  He also 

inquired whether the stop sign now located at the Acme Shopping 

Center is legal. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion to adjourn: Morgan 

Second: Borek 

RCV: aye Borek 

aye Geevers 

 aye Kleinman  

 aye Morgan 

 aye Anklowitz 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:43 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Sharon L. Young 

Township Clerk 

West Windsor Township 


